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The Program:
Immerse yourself for two weeks in an indigenous 
community living in the forest and farmlands of the 
Sunda region of West Java, Indonesia.   You’ll get a 
chance to work alongside rural farmers who are 
members of a coffee cooperative working to improve 
their farm practices and the quality and sustainability 
of their coffee crops.  Along the way you’ll learn from 
local village experts, storytellers, and others 
navigating the delicate balance of conserving both 
coffee lands and forest lands. In addition to joining 
in the harvest, we will delve deeply into the process 
of effective and inspiring storytelling as we examine 
the issues confronting farmers of this high-value 
global commodity.  The program culminates in a 
storytelling retreat and community event to share the 
stories in our home communities. 

Dates: May 23-June 4 in Indonesia.  June 5-8, 
storytelling retreat in Missoula, MT (optional; 
distance-learning options can be arranged for this 
segment for participants from outside of Montana) 

Cost: $2,455 includes pre-and post-trip resources, 
in-country programming, language interpretation, 
honoraria for local resource experts, plus all meals 
and lodging, ground transportation, fees for 
activities in the program, and visas. 

University Credits:  
Participants interested in earning academic or 
continuing-education credits  may be eligible to earn 
up to 3 semester credits for this program. To inquire 
about credit options, contact Mary Bricker:  
mary@forestvoices.org, (406) 240-1050

Community 
Harvests: 

Storytelling for 
Action in the 

Coffeelands of 
Indonesia 
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Who we are: Forest Voices uses student courses, 
direct trade, and storytelling programs to foster 
meaningful connections between people across vast 
geographic and lifestyle distances.   We help 
consumers of globally traded products such as coffee, 
tea, and cocoa understand and directly experience how 
good practices of trade and agroforestry can impact 
the lives of the farmers producing these crops.  We 
believe that understanding the full process and story 
behind the foods and products we consume can 
encourage people to think and act with greater care, to 
enhance the quality of life and sustainability of the 
communities of the farmers and the consumers alike.

Instructors: Mary Bricker is an ecologist with a PhD 
from the University of Montana.  She has taught in 
university classroom and wilderness settings.  Noah 
Jackson is a conservation consultant, farmer trainer, 
and storyteller with more than a decade of experience 
working with farm and forest communities in Asia and 
Africa. He holds an MSc in Forestry from UM.   

In-country coordinator:  Eko Purnomowidi, from the 
Olam-Klasik Coffee cooperative, provides 
local expertise and crucial logistical 
support on the ground in Indonesia.       

www.forestvoices.org
(406)240-1050 

Who should apply? 
We value the learning environment created by a diverse 
range of ages, backgrounds, and life experiences.  
Therefore, this course is not restricted to university 
students, but is open to open to any interested adults 
(must be over the age of 18).   We especially encourage 
the participation of anyone with a passion for inspiring 
positive action in their community and interest in 
cross-cultural understanding, conservation, sustain-
able agriculture,   fair trade, or the story behind their 
food and products.  

What is included?
The trip fee includes all food and lodging during the 
course, travel within Indonesia, and visitor visas.     It 
does not include airfare.    We will work with a travel 
agency to block out tickets, and provide you with the 
information on how to contact them and purchase 
your ticket.

 

 The story goes deeper than a standard cup.  Get to know the people and the 
place behind the Coffee. bring that story home. 

How to apply? 
Visit www.forestvoices.org to download an application. 
For more information, contact mary@forestvoices.org   
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